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struction of the Eastern Chinese Railway, a continuation
of the Trans-Siberian. The concession was drawn up under
rny instructions by the Assistant Minister of Finances, Piotr
Mikhailovich Romanov, in consultation with the Chinese
Minister in St. Petersburg, who was also China's envoy to
Berlin. Winter and spring he usually spent in St. Peters-
burg, while the rest of the year he stayed in Berlin. Since
it was then summer-time, Romanov went to Berlin and it
was there that the terms of the concessions were drafted.
The project was subsequently ratified by the two contract-
ing Governments. At the time it was rumoured in Europe,
I remember, that Li Hung Chang had been bribed by the
Russian Government. I must say that there is not a particle
of truth in this rumour.
The terms of the railroad concession granted by China
were very favourable for Russia, The agreement provided
for China's right to redeem the road at the expiration of,
36 years, but the terms of the redemption were so burden-
some that it was highly improbable that the Chinese Gov-
ernment would ever attempt to effect the redemption. It
"was calculated that should the Chinese Government wish
to redeem the road at the beginning of the 37th year, it
would have to pay the corporation, according to the terms
of the concession, a sum not less than 700 million rubles.
In his informal talks with me Li Hung Chang reiterated
that, as Russia's friend, he advised us not to go south of
the line along which the Trans-Siberian Railroad was to
run. Any movement southward on our part, he assured
me, might result in vast and unexpected perturbations which
would be disastrous both for Russia and China. In the
interior of the country, he said, the ignorant masses regard
every white as an enemy. Li Hung Chang's efforts to per-
suade me that it was necessary for Russia to refrain from
any designs of conquest were indeed unnecessary. As the
devoted servant of the Emperor to whom his son had justly